Dr R R Willcox (St Mary's Hospital, London)
Immigrants and Venereal Disease in Great Britain [Abstract] A dramatic rise in the number of cases of gonorrhoea attending the venereal disease clinics of England and Wales occurred between 1951 and 1961. It is traditional to blame venereal disease on immigrants and there are many historical examples of this.
In 1961 only 47-2% of males with gonorrhoea were born in the United Kingdom, 27'3 % were West Indian and 25 5 % were other immigrants (British Co-operative Clinical Group 1963) . Among females on the other hand 82% were born in the United Kingdom, 9 8 % were West Indian and 8'2 % all other immigrants.
The increase in numbers of males with gonorrhoea in the different racial groups between 1952 and 1961 is shown in Table 1 . The immigrants who contract gonorrhoea are concentrated in the larger towns and cities, and tend to be older than the United Kingdom born patients (Table 2) . No nation-wide data are available for syphilis, but Table 3 shows that at St Mary's Hospital, London, in males the early infectious form occurs more frequently in patients born in the United Kingdom. 
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It is concluded that immigrants are not the root cause of the rise in incidence of venereal disease which is occurring, and the data presented do not indicate that they are solely responsible for the rise of gonorrhoea in young persons which appears to be a separate problem.
